
RECORD OF DECISION BY CITY MAYOR OR INDIVIDUAL 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER 

1. DECISION TITLE Taxi Vehicle Age Policy 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None 

3. DATE OF DECISION  12 July 2024 

4. DECISION MAKER Deputy City Mayor – Housing, Economy, and 
Neighbourhoods 

5. DECISION TAKEN 
i) The entry age for licensed vehicles to be 

increased from five years to nine years, subject to 
vehicles meeting Euro 6 emissions standards as a 
minimum,

ii) The renewal age for licensed vehicles to be 
increased from 11 years to 15 years,

iii) The number of planned mid-term vehicle 
inspections for vehicles over the age of 11 to be 
increased from two to three (ie, every four 
months), and

iv) The number of planned inspections for vehicles 
under the age of three to be reduced from two per 
year to one per year.

v) Implementation as soon as reasonably 
practicable.

6. REASON FOR DECISION 
• The cost of living crisis is having a significant

impact on the taxi trade

• A change in age policy is supported by
consultation responses.

• Change also justified in light of best practice
guidance.

• Change will help to retain licence holders and
thus give the council the ability to set and
maintain appropriate standards within the city

• Safety concerns ameliorated by the requirement
for an additional inspection for vehicles over the
age of 11 years, plus unannounced spot checks.

• Impact on capacity at the VTS ameliorated in part
by reducing the number of inspections for
vehicles under the age of three years.

• Accompanying requirement for vehicles entering
the licensing system to meet Euro 6 emissions
standards will ensure air quality is not worsened.

7. a) KEY DECISION Y/N?

b) If yes, was it published 5 clear
days in advance? y/n

No 

8. OPTIONS CONSIDERED Amend the age policy as recommended by the 
Licensing & Public Safety Committee 

Amend the age policy to different levels than those 
recommended by the Committee, including no upper 
age limit 
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Retain the existing age policy 

Remove the age policy completely 

9.  DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN 

• 5 Members of a Scrutiny Commission
or any 5 Councillors can ask for the
decision to be called-in.

• Notification of Call-In with reasons
must be made to the Monitoring
Officer

 19 July 2024 

10. SIGNATURE OF DECISION MAKER 

(City Mayor or where delegated by the 
City Mayor, name of Executive Member) 


